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Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 83-1 19 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 83-89, 91 , are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Elberbaum in view of Budge et al 

Elberbaum discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus for 
recording/retrieving a plurality of video signals. It is noted that the Elberbaum's 
apparatus discloses substantially the same limitations recited in claim 83, including the 
feature of the plurality of video transmitters and propagated via video transmission lines 
to a recording receiver (See Elberbaum's Figure 1), the feature of generating and 
mixing code signals into said video signals (See Elberbaum's Figure 1, component 16), 
the feature of the recording receiver for processing and organizing the timing of said 
video signals and for outputting the same in the time sequence to the recorder (See 
Elberbaum's Figure 1, component 12), the feature of recording the video signals in the 
main memory of the storage device (See Elberbaum's Figure 1, component 28), the 
feature of extracting the identification code from each sequencing individual video signal 
for storing individual processed video signals one after another in sequence along with 
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the extracted identification code thereof into the at least one main memory storage 
device as specified in the present claim 83. (See Elberbaum's Figure 1, and claim 1). 

Elberbaum fails to specifically disclose the feature of transferring and storing the 
video signal to a secure memory during an alarm state as specified in the present claim 
83. 

Budge et al discloses a video security system which includes the capability of 
transferring and storing video signals obtained during an alarm state of the system as 
specified in the present claim 83. (See Budge et al's Figure 3, col. 9, lines 41-67). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the Elberbaum's 
apparatus wherein the recording means provided thereof would incorporate the 
capability of transferring and storing video signals obtained during an alarm state to a 
secure memory in the same conventional manner as is shown by Budge et al. The 
motivation is to better secure the video detected during the alarm state as suggested by 
Budge et al. 

With regard to claim 84, the feature of transmitting from the external 
synchronizing generator a pulse signal having a voltage level higher than a maximum 
voltage level of the video signals or lower than a minimum voltage level of the video 
signals to respective transmitting means over the video transmission lines as an 
external synchronizing signal by using blanking level portions of the video signals; 
separating the pulse signal transmitted over the transmission line from the video signals 
by comparing the video signals to a reference signal having a predetermined voltage 
level; and applying the separated pulse signal to respective transmitting means as 
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specified thereof would be present in the proposed combination indicated above. (See 
Elberbaum's column 5, line 28, to column 6, line 45). 

With regard to claim 85, the feature of the pulse signal being opposite in polarity 
to an internal synchronizing signal which is contained in each of the video signals as 
specified thereof is present in the proposed combination indicated above. (See 
Elberbaum's claim 3). 

With regard to claim 86, the feature of transmitting the external synchronizing 
signal from the external synchronizing generator over the transmission lines and 
receiving the signal transmitted over the transmission line and applying the signal to 
respective transmitters as specified thereof would be present in the proposed 
combination indicated above. (See Elberbaum's Figure 1, component 12). 

With regard to claims 87-88, the feature of generating the individually allotted 
identification code for each individual signal of the video signals for injecting the 
individually allotted code into one of the transmitters or anywhere along the video 
transmission line or at an input of the synchronous switch as specified thereof is present 
in the proposed combination indicated above. (See Elberbaum's Figure 1, and the 
corresponding disclosure). 

With regard to claim 89, the feature of combining the alarm data signal with the 
recorded signals as specified thereof is inherently present in the proposed combination 
indicated above. Because, the Budge et al's reference already disclose the capability of 
transferring alarm information with video relating to the alarm information to a secure 
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facility. (Applicant's attention is directed to the Budge et al's column 9, line 58, to 
column 10, line 7). 

With regard to claim 91 , the feature of transferring any of the stored signals by 
selecting one of the time and date of recording of the stored signals, the identification 
code, and the alarm data signal to the at least one secure memory, thereby retaining 
and protecting any of the stored signals from routine replacement by the freshly 
recorded signals as specified thereof would be inherently present in the proposed 
combination indicated above. Because, the proposed combination of Elberbaum and 
Budge et al indicated above would include the capability of transferring both the video 
signals and the alarm data to a secure memory means. 
3. Claim 96 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Elberbaum and Budge et al as applied to claim 83 above, and further in view of Official 
Notice. 

The proposed combination of Elberbaum and Budge et al indicated above 
discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus that shows substantially the same 
limitations recited in claim 96, including the feature of recording the video signals on a 
recording medium as specified in the present claim 96. (See the above rejection of 
claim 83). 

The proposed combination of Elberbaum and Budge et al indicated above fails to 
specifically disclose the feature of the plurality of the recorders for enlarging the total 
recording capacity and wherein freshly processed signals replaced the oldest stored 
signals as specified in the present claim 96. 
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Examiner takes Official Notice in that it is notoriously well known in the video 
recording art to have a plurality of FIFO memories arranged in a manner to record 
provided video data wherein freshly processed signals replaced the oldest stored 
signals as specified in the present claim 96. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the proposed 
combination indicated above wherein the recording means provided thereof would 
incorporate the capability of a plurality of FIFO memory means arranged in a manner to 
record provided video data wherein freshly processed signals replaced the oldest stored 
signals in the same conventional manner as is well known in the recording/reproducing 
art. Examiner has taken Official Notice. The motivation is to increase the recording 
density of the recording medium as suggested in the prior art. 

4. Claims 106-1 1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Elberbaum and Budge et al as applied to claim 83 above, and further in view of Official 
Notice. 

The proposed combination of Elberbaum and Budge et al indicated above 
discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus that shows substantially the same 
limitations recited in claims 106, and 111, including the feature of recording video data 
to a main memory means and the capability of transferring the video data and alarm 
data to a secure memory thereby retaining and protecting the recording during the 
alarm state from routine replacement by the freshly stored signals as specified in the 
present claims 106, and 111. (Applicant's attention is directed to the above rejection of 
claim 83). 
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The proposed combination of Elberbaum and Budge et al indicated above fails to 
specifically disclose the feature of compressing the provided video data during 
recording and decompressing the recorded video data at reproduction as specified in 
the present claims 1 06, and 111. 

Examiner takes Official Notice in that it is notoriously well known in the video 
recording/reproducing art to compressed provided video data before recording the same 
on a recording medium and decompressing the same at reproduction as specified in the 
present claims 1 06, and 111. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the proposed 
combination indicated above wherein the recording/reproducing means provided thereof 
would incorporate the capability of compressing the video data before provided the 
same for recording on the recording medium and decompressing the compressed 
recorded video data at reproduction in the same conventional manner as is well in the 
prior art. Examiner has taken Official Notice. The motivation is to increase the recording 
density of the recording/reproducing means as suggested in the prior art. 

With regard to claim 107, the feature of transmitting from the external 
synchronizing generator a pulse signal having a voltage level higher than a maximum 
voltage level of the video signals or lower than a minimum voltage level of the video 
signals to respective transmitting means over the video transmission lines as an 
external synchronizing signal by using blanking level portions of the video signals; 
separating the pulse signal transmitted over the transmission line from the video signals 
by comparing the video signals to a reference signal having a predetermined voltage 



Application/Control Number: 09/818,243 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2621 

level; and applying the separated pulse signal to respective transmitting means as 
specified thereof would be present in the proposed combination indicated above. (See 
Elberbaum's column 5, line 28, to column 6, line 45). 

With regard to claim 108, the feature of the pulse signal being opposite in polarity 
to an internal synchronizing signal which is contained in each of the video signals as 
specified thereof is present in the proposed combination indicated above. (See 
Elberbaum's claim 3). 

With regard to claim 109, the feature of the external synchronizing generator 
feeding external synchronizing signal selected from the group consisting of a horizontal 
and vertical drive signal, a vertical drive signal, a composite signal, and horizontal and 
vertical signal over the transmission lines and to the timing circuit as specified thereof is 
present in the proposed combination indicated above. (See Elberbaum's Figure 1, 
component 12). 

With regard to claim 110, the feature of generating a plurality of the codes 
allotted to each individual video signal for mixing a selected individual code with the 
video signals into an output pole of the timing circuit as specified thereof is present in 
the proposed combination indicated above. (See Elberbaum's Figure 1, components 16, 
12, 20, and the corresponding disclosure). 

5. Claim 1 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Elberbaum and Budge et al, and Official Notice as applied to claim 106 above, and 
further in view of Official Notice. 
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The proposed combination of Elberbaum, Budge et al, and Official Notice 
indicated above discloses a video recording/reproducing apparatus that shows 
substantially the same limitations recited in claim 106, including the feature of the 
recording the video signals on a recording medium as specified in the present claim 
118. (See the above rejection of claim 106). 

The proposed combination of Elberbaum, Budge et al, and Official Notice, 
indicated above fails to specifically disclose the feature of the plurality of the recorders 
for enlarging the total recording capacity and wherein freshly processed signals 
replaced the oldest stored signals as specified in the present claim 118. 

Examiner takes Official Notice in that it is notoriously well known in the video 
recording art to a have a plurality of FIFO memories arranged in a manner to record 
provided video data wherein freshly processed signals replaced the oldest stored 
signals as specified in the present claim 118. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to modify the proposed 
combination indicated above wherein the recording means provided thereof would 
incorporate the capability of a plurality of FIFO memory means arranged in a manner to 
record provided video data wherein freshly processed signals replaced the oldest stored 
signals in the same conventional manner as is well known in the recording/reproducing 
art. Examiner has taken Official Notice. The motivation is to increase the recording 
density of the recording medium as suggested in the prior art. 
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6. Claims 90, 92-95, 97-105, 112-117, and 119, are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
2. 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bob Chevalier whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7374. The examiner can normally be reached on MM-F (9:00-6:30), second Monday 
off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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